Camas’ first water system cost *75_ 


Camas’ first water system 
was bought by A.D. 
McKever in 1890 for 
approximately $75. It had 
eight taps, and the charge 
was 50 cents a month, so 
gross monthly revenue 
was $4, 

McKever, father of 
Charlie and Jack, built a 
water tower near the 
present. McKever Mobile 
Home Park, south of Camas 
Minit Mart. Jack built this 
about 10 years ago. 
ceane elder McKever had 

ught the property near 
Lackamas Lake in 1891-92, 
dug wells and put in pumps, 
which were run with gas 
engines. Eventually, he had 
three gas engines, three big 
Pumps, and a wooden water 
tower. 

He ran a four-inch water 
line to downtown Camas in 
1894. McKever founded 
the first water supply Camas 
ever had. 

In 1909, Glenn Cottrell 
and his father ran an electric 
power line up near what is 
now Hilltop Market, near 
the Hugh Gittings place, and 
then ran it out to 
McKever’s for the water 
pumping: McKever _ paid 
$30 a month for the 
electricity. Persons along 
the line paid about $1 to 
$1.50 a month for electrical 
power, * 


When he raised his water 
charge from 50 cents to 75 
cents a month, then to $la 
month, McKever had many 
complaints. 

Because the wells were 
located in black sand, there 
was good natural filtration, 
and McKever had no 


reported epidemics. He 
installed wooden water 
lines, which were driven 
together, wired and tarred. 
He had a 35-foot tower near 
the Gittings place. 

In 1909 or 1910, 
McKever sold his water 
system to Pittock and 
Leadbetter, who used the 
system until they developed 
their own facilities across 
the road, near Dead Lake, 
now Fallen Leaf Lake. They 
built the Butler reservoir in 
1912, and installed a 
six-inch, steel water line. 

McKever had come to 
Camas on St. Patrick’s Day, 
1888. He purchased 
Property in downtown 
Camas, some three blocks 
from the mill at that time, on 
what is now the comer of 
Adams and NE 4th. The 
building and property cost 
$300. He later built a 
two-story wooden building 
there, and it had a lodge 
hall. Cowan’s Cigar Store 
was in the building at first, 
and later moved east. 

In 1922, the building was 
moved into the street, and a 
basement dug, and the 
building tumed to face 
Clark Street (now Adams). 
Gus Karnath did the 
moving. 

W.C. Mansfield and Roy 
Dobbs, who had the Citizens 
State Bank on the corner 
where Sprouse-Reitz is now 
located, needed more room, 
so had the building (now 
known asthe Bird building) 
built on the corner of NE 
4th and Clark (now Adams.) 
When the bank across the 
street in the Urie building 
moved to Vancouver, 
Citizens State Bank moved 
there, 


DIVISION STREET, 1894, unpaved and lined with wooden sidewalks, was adequate for 
hoof and foot traffic. (Top) Looking up the hill from the mill ditch the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Allan Duffin is on the left, and the home of Mr. and Mrs. Hugh MacMaster is on the 
right. The Evangelical church is in the background. (Bottom) Looking down Division 
wooden walks are visible. Building at right was erected for a railroad depot (Stearn’s 
Camas and Tacoma Railroad and Transportation Company that never got further than the 
lake to Camas) and was later the first mill office. Early mill can be seen at right. 


State Grange began in 1889 


Washington State Grange 


Highlights of the 
came into being in Camas 


offices than the public 
convention included the 


CAM. at around the turn of the century enjoy spring 
petra ae the Crown Zellerbach Camas mill’s drinking water 
supply source until just before the first world war. It is now covered 
by the mill's chlorine tanks, and is buried under some 30 feet of soil, 

' according to Gus Lorenz of Camas. Lorenz recalls that the “low man 
on the totem pole” during a shift would usually be the one sent to 
fetch the drinking water. 


on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 1889, 
the year of statehood. 

All day Monday, 
delegates and visiting 
Grangers had arrived from 
far parts of the country by 
wagon with blankets and 
crocks of food for a week's 
stay. They pitched their 
tents in the yards of their 
friends, put up with kinfolk 
or camped about the town 
like one big family on a 
picnic. 

Some hundred or more 
met in the lodge hall above 
old Aeneas MacMaster’s 
store at Third and 
Columbia, now part of the 
mill. (The machine shop 
now stands on the spot.) 


election of D.L. Russell of 
Washougal as first master; 
J.O. Wing as overseer and 
James Nevins as lecturer. 
HE. Hayes of the Oregon 
State Grange installed the 
new officers at a public 
ceremony. 

C.J. Moore of Mt. 
Pleasant Grange was 
appointed chairman of the 
credentials committee and 
was among the most prolific 


authors of resolutions. 
The State Grange, older 
than the state of 


Washington by about two 
months, opposed the 
original draft of the state 
constitution, complaining 
that “it provides for more 


y J : in its day, 

‘ CE — In this homely hall, the architectural gem of LaCamas ® 
EAN eT an Blale Gresne was born on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 1889. It was by far the pp eres 3 

in in ree 26 by 50 feet and was built just four years betore. It was owned by A. MacMaster 


and run by Hugh MacMaster. 


Service requires ynd also 
makes provision for the 
creation of offices by the 
courts that are uncalled for 
and unnecessary. 

“The salaries are too high 

it is calculated to 
encourage extravagance .. . 
and thus to grievously 
burden an overtaxed 
people.” 

These pioneer Grangers 
not only talked economy 
but practiced it. To pay the 
expense of the organization 
of the State Grange a 


